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M o r e  t h a n  e v e r  t h e  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  M u n i c i p a l  A u t h o r i t i e s '  d e l e g a t i o n
( L G M A ) ,  a n d  R e g i o n s 4 ,  w e r e  h e a r d  a n d  v i s i b l e ,  w i t h  a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  2 0  r e g i o n a l
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  a c t i o n
o n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  

O n  t h e  1 s t  a n d  2 n d  o f  D e c e m b e r  w a s  c o n v e n e d  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  L o c a l  C l i m a t e
A c t i o n  S u m m i t  ( L C A S ) ,  g a t h e r i n g  o v e r  4 5 0  a t t e n d e e s  f r o m  6 0 +  c o u n t r i e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  o v e r  2 5 0  m a y o r s  a n d  g o v e r n o r s  a n d  a l l o w i n g  f o r  m o r e  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  a
j o i n t  c a l l  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  S u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o
a c c e l e r a t e  a c t i o n .  

T h e  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  M u n i c i p a l  A u t h o r i t i e s  ( L G M A )  C o n s t i t u e n c y ,  a s  a
u n i f i e d  v o i c e  o f  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  U N F C C C  p r o c e s s  w e l c o m e d
s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m u l t i - l e v e l  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  P a r t i e s  i n  t h e i r
s u b m i s s i o n s  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  S t o c k t a k e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  O u t c o m e s ,  a n d  t h e
C o a l i t i o n  f o r  H i g h  A m b i t i o n  M u l t i - l e v e l  P a r t n e r s h i p s  ( C H A M P )  w a s  l a u n c h e d  a s  a n
e x e m p l a r y  e f f o r t  t o  e n g a g e  l o c a l  a n d  o t h e r  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e
a m b i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  N a t i o n a l l y  D e t e r m i n e d  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  ( N D C s )  b y  2 0 2 5 .  

T h e  C H A M P  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  e n d o r s e d  b y  7 0 +  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n h a n c e
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g ,  f i n a n c i n g ,
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  c l i m a t e  s t r a t e g i e s .  

T h e  f i r s t  d a y s  o f  C O P  w e r e  a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  p l e d g i n g  f u n d s  f o r
t h e  L o s s  a n d  D a m a g e  F u n d  t h a t  w a s  l a u n c h e d  i n  C O P 2 7  l o o k i n g  a t  d i r e c t  f u n d i n g
a n d  a c c e s s  f o r  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  

T h e  C O P  h a s  a l s o  h a s  s h o w n  p r o g r e s s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t w i n
c l i m a t e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  l o s s  c r i s e s ,  w i t h  a  C O P  J o i n t  S t a t e m e n t  O n  C l i m a t e ,
N a t u r e  A n d  P e o p l e  a n d  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  r e l e v a n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a c t i o n  s u c h  a s
c h a n n e l i n g  m o r e  t h a n  2 . 5  b i l l i o n  U S D  f o r  e c o s y s t e m - b a s e d  s o l u t i o n s  a n d
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  m a n g r o v e s  i n i t i a t i v e  ( m a n g r o v e s  b r e a k t h r o u g h  t a r g e t s ) .  

R e g i o n s 4  w a s  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  G l o b a l
S t o c k t a k e  ( G S T )  a n d  t h e  G l a s g o w – S h a r m  e l - S h e i k h  w o r k  p r o g r a m m e  o n  t h e  g l o b a l
g o a l  o n  a d a p t a t i o n  ( G G A ) ,  r e f l e c t i n g  i t s  v a l u a b l e  r o l e  i n  t a k i n g  s t o c k  o f  t h e
p r o g r e s s  o f  r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  o n  a d a p t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  R e g i o n s A d a p t
i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  i t s  R e g i o n s A d a p t  2 0 2 3  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t ,  a n d  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  c l i m a t e
p r o c e s s e s .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m u l t i l e v e l  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  G S T  a n d  G G A
o u t c o m e s ,  7 0 +  n a t i o n s  s i g n i n g  t h e  C O P 2 8  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  H i g h  A m b i t i o n  M u l t i l e v e l
P a r t n e r s h i p  ( C H A M P )  f o r  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n ,  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  m u l t i l e v e l
c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g  o n  U r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  a n d
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n c l u s i o n  b y  t h e  C O P 2 8  P r e s i d e n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  C O P  a g e n d a
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  L o c a l  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  S u m m i t ,  a l l  h e r a l d  a  n e w  p h a s e  o f
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  

R E G I O N S 4  A T  C O P 2 8  
A T  A  G L A N C E

https://www.cop28.com/en/lcas
https://www.cop28.com/en/lcas
https://www.cop28.com/en/cop28-uae-coalition-for-high-ambition-multilevel-partnerships-for-climate-action
https://www.cop28.com/en/news/2023/11/COP28-Presidency-unites-the-world-on-Loss-and-Damage
https://www.cop28.com/en/joint-statement-on-climate-nature
https://www.cop28.com/en/joint-statement-on-climate-nature
https://unfccc.int/topics/global-stocktake
https://unfccc.int/topics/global-stocktake
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/glasgow-sharm-el-sheikh-WP-GGGA
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/glasgow-sharm-el-sheikh-WP-GGGA
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/news/launch-of-regionsadapt-progress-report-2023/
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2023/12/draft_joint_outcome_statement_on_urbanization_and_climate_change_final.pdf


K E Y  H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  R E G I O N S 4  
A N D  L E A D I N G  R E G I O N S  
D e l e g a t i o n
2 0 Reg ions4  and  Reg ionsAdapt  members  supported  on  s i te  wi th 1 2 8 + de legates .

4 accred i ta t ions  on-s i te .

1 4 v i r tua l  accred i ta t ions  fac i l i ta ted .

Contr ibut ion  to  the  Pos i t ion  of  the  LGMA on  the  G loba l  Goa l  on  Adaptat ion  and  the
Globa lStocktake .  

Contr ibut ion  to  the  Pos i t ion  of  the  LGMA Const i tuency  towards  COP28 wi th
keypar tner  organ izat ions :  Under2 ,  COR,  ICLEI ,  and  GTF and  cata lyzed  the
endorsement  of  more  than  71  reg ions  and  networks .   

V i s i b i l i t y  t o  o u r  M e m b e r s
In 3 re levant  UN pub l i cat ions :  U N F C C C  Y E A R B O O K ,  S h a r m  E l  S h e i k h  A d a p t a t i o n  

A g e n d a  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t ,  R a c e  t o  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  with  so lut ions  f rom
Wales ,  Parana ,  KwaZulu-Nata l ,  Ja l i sco ,  Cross  R iver  S tate ,  R io  de  Jane i ro ,  Sao  Pau lo ,
Minas  Gera i s .  

 # R e g i o n s V o i c e  a t  C O P 2 8  D i g i t a l  C a m p a i g n  with  more  than 2 5 best  pract ices  f rom

2 0 reg ions .

2 1 speak ing  opportun i t ies  of fered  to  our  members .

7 events  co-organ ized  by  Reg ions4 :  4  h igh- leve l  co-organ ized  events  p lus  a  v i r tua l  
l aunch  event ,  a  d inner  for  Members  and  par tners  and  a  h igh- leve l  network ing  recept ion .  

7 events  wi th  Reg ions4  as  par tner  or  speaker .

3 8 +  b i l a t e r a l  m e e t i n g s among Reg ions4  and  Reg ionsAdapt  members ,   
and  par tners  such  as  CDP,  C l imateChance ,  C l imate-KIC ,  COR,  CREAF,  ICATALIST ,
ICLEI ,  IUCN,  Res i l i ence  R is ing ,  UN-Habi ta t ,  the  Under2  Coa l i t ion ,  UNEP,
Nature4Cl imate ,  C l imate  Champions  team,  GIZ  and  other  reg ions  such  as  Nouakchott ,
Baden  Würt temberg ,  Anda lus ia ,  among others .  

I n f l u e n c e  i n  N e g o t i a t i o n s

E v e n t s

T w o  R e p o r t s  L a u n c h e d  a t  C O P 2 8  

 The  R e g i o n s A d a p t  2 0 2 3  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  o n  a d d r e s s i n g  c l i m a t e  j u s t i c e  i n  r e g i o n a l   

Reg ions4  po l i cy  br ie f  on  T r a n s f o r m a t i v e  M u l t i l e v e l  A c t i o n :  S u b n a t i o n a l  S o l u t i o n s
f o r  C l i m a t e  &  B i o d i v e r s i t y  with  the  support  of  the  Post2020 B iod ivers i ty  Framework
EU Support  pro ject .

1 6 s tor ies  f rom members .  inc lud inga d a p t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  a c t i o n s ,
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https://regions4.org/news/launch-of-regionsadapt-progress-report-2023/


A N  E X C E P T I O N A L  
C O P  F O R

S U B N A T I O N A L
G O V E R N M E N T S

L G M A  f a m i l y  a t  C O P 2 8 ,  D u b a i ,  U n i t e d  A r a b  E m i r a t e s  ( U A E )  ( C r e d i t :  I C L E I )  

From 30 November  to  12  December ,  the  Un i ted  Arab  Emirates  (UAE)  hosted  the  28th
Conference  of  the  Par t ies  (COP)  to  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  Framework  Convent ion  on
Cl imate  Change  (UNFCCC)  in  Duba i ,  gather ing  near ly  200 countr ies  and  over  97 ,000
part i c ipants ,  be ing  the  b iggest  COP to  date .  

A  G r o w i n g  V o i c e  a n d
R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s ,  L o c a l
a n d  R e g i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t s

W i t h i n  U N F C C C  P r o c e s s  

The Conference  of  the  Par t ies  a re  one  of  the  most  important  moments  for  g loba l
c l imate  act ion ,  and  th i s  year  the  two-week  themat ic  programme of  the  COP28
Pres idency  focused  on  respond ing  to  the  G l o b a l  S t o c k t a k e  ( G S T ) ,  the  rev iew of
progress  on  mi t igat ion  commitments ,  and  the  G l a s g o w – S h a r m  e l - S h e i k h  w o r k
p r o g r a m m e  o n  t h e  G l o b a l  G o a l  o n  A d a p t a t i o n  ( G G A ) ,  c los ing  the  gaps  so  that  we can
ach ieve  the  goa ls  of  the  2030 Agenda .  

For  the  f i r s t  t ime ,  the  COP28 Pres idency  he ld  an  open  consu l ta t ion  on  the  t h e m a t i c
a r e a s ,  inv i t ing  contr ibut ions  f rom a  wide  range  of  s takeho lders ,  inc lud ing
governments ,  bus inesses ,  c iv i l  soc iety ,  youth  and  ind igenous  peop les .   

Each  day  of  the  COP28 programme was  ded icated  to  spec i f i c  themes  to  support
g loba l  act ion  on  c l imate  change ,  inc lud ing  gender ,  youth ,  energy ,  agr icu l ture  and
others ,  as  we l l  as  four  c ross-cut t ing  themes :  Techno logy  and  Innovat ion ,  Inc lus ion ,
Front l ine  Communi t ies  and  F inance .  

https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/system/sharm-el-sheikh-adaptation-agenda/
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/system/sharm-el-sheikh-adaptation-agenda/
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https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/glasgow-sharm-el-sheikh-WP-GGGA
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/glasgow-sharm-el-sheikh-WP-GGGA
https://www.cop28.com/en/schedule
https://www.cop28.com/en/schedule


L G M A  C O P 2 8  P R E S S  C O N F E R E N C E
A  T u r n i n g  P o i n t  f o r  C i t i e s  a n d  R e g i o n s  i n  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  L e a d e r s h i p  

On 30th  November ,  a t  a  press  conference  in  Duba i  to  prev iew the  pos i t ion  of  c i t ies
and  reg ions  a t  COP28,  leaders  inc lud ing  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  In ternat iona l
Re la t ions  for  the  C i ty  of  São  Pau lo ,  Mar ia  Aux i l i adora  F igue i redo ,  shared  how th i s
year ' s  COP emphas ized  the  importance  of  subnat iona l  invo lvement ,  inc lud ing  by  the
LGMA advocacy ,  the  Loca l  C l imate  Act ion  Summit ,  and  the  Mul t i leve l  Act ion  &
Urban izat ion  Pav i l ion .   

The  Loca l  Governments  and  Munic ipa l  Author i t ies  (LGMA)  Const i tuency ,  wh ich  vo ices
subnat iona l  governments  in  the  UNFCCC process ,  p resented  i t s  COP28 p o s i t i o n
p a p e r  w i th  more  than  71  endors ing  ent i t ies .  The  paper  ca l l s  for  an  in tegrated
approach  invo lv ing  c i t ies ,  reg ions ,  and  loca l  governments  to  l im i t  g loba l  warming  and
enhance  adaptat ion  measures .  The  endorsers  s t ress  the  urgency  of  t rans la t ing
Nat iona l ly  Determined  Contr ibut ions  (NDCs)  and  Nat iona l  Adaptat ion  P lans  (NAPs )
in to  tang ib le  loca l  s t ra teg ies ,  advocat ing  for  a  robust  mul t i leve l  governance  mode l  to
fac i l i ta te  th i s  t rans i t ion .  

The  LGMA Pos i t ion  Paper ,  co-draf ted  between Reg ions4 ,  Under2  Coa l i t ion  and  the
Commit tee  of  European  Reg ions  (COR)  out l ines  a  un i f ied  s tance  for  the  summit  and
was  endorsed  by  71  par tner  organ izat ions  and  ent i t ies .  Shared  broad ly  wi th  nat iona l
par t ies  and  other  negot ia tors  in  the  run-up  to  COP28,  the  messages  found in  the
paper  a re  a l so  re f lected  in  the  EU Counc i l ’ s  p re-cop  pos i t ion ,  the  G7 and  G20
outcomes ,  UN-Habi ta t  Assembly  reso lut ion  and  others .   

D o w n l o a d  t h e  c o m p l e t e
L G M A  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  h e r e :  P D F  D o c u m e n t

https://www.cities-and-regions.org/wp-content/uploads/lgma-cop28-position-paper_en.pdf
https://www.cities-and-regions.org/wp-content/uploads/lgma-cop28-position-paper_en.pdf
https://iclei.org/press_release/cop28-a-turning-point-for-cities-and-regions-in-climate-action-leadership/#:~:text=30%20November%202023-,LGMA%20Press%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20COP28%3A%20A%20Turning%20Point%20for%20Cities%20and,Regions%20in%20Climate%20Action%20Leadership&text=The%20world's%20cities%2C%20regions%20and,degrees%20can%20still%20be%20met.
https://iclei.org/press_release/cop28-a-turning-point-for-cities-and-regions-in-climate-action-leadership/#:~:text=30%20November%202023-,LGMA%20Press%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20COP28%3A%20A%20Turning%20Point%20for%20Cities%20and,Regions%20in%20Climate%20Action%20Leadership&text=The%20world's%20cities%2C%20regions%20and,degrees%20can%20still%20be%20met.


R e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e  a r e  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e
c l i m a t e  e m e r g e n c y ,  e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i r e c t  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
e c o n o m i e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e y
a r e  s h o w i n g  b o l d  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  t o w a r d s
r e s i l i e n t  e c o n o m i e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  f r o m  c o a s t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o
s u s t a i n a b l e  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t ,  f r o m  n a t u r e - b a s e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o
c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  G l o b a l  S t o c k t a k e  a n d  U N E P
A d a p t a t i o n  G a p  r e p o r t  r e v e a l ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h o r t f a l l  e x i s t s  i n  f i n a n c i n g
a d a p t a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  a n  e s t i m a t e d  a n n u a l  g a p  o f  U S $ 1 9 4 - 3 6 6  b i l l i o n  p e r
y e a r .  T o  d r i v e  c h a n g e  l o c a l l y ,  c l i m a t e  f i n a n c e  s h o u l d  p i v o t  t o  s u p p o r t
s u b n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  e m p o w e r i n g  r e g i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  h a v e  d i r e c t
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  a  v o i c e  o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  t h e r e b y  a c c e l e r a t i n g  c l i m a t e
a c t i o n .  

T H E  C O P 2 8  L O C A L  C L I M A T E
A C T I O N  S U M M I T

A  M i l e s t o n e  E v e n t  f o r  L o c a l  a n d  R e g i o n a l  C l i m a t e  L e a d e r s h i p  

T h e  L o c a l  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  S u m m i t  ( L C A S ) ,  hosted  by  the  COP28 Pres idency  and
Bloomberg  Ph i lanthrop ies  on  1-2  December  2023 ,  i s  a  f i r s t -of - i t s -k ind  event
recogn iz ing  the  v i ta l  ro le  of  loca l  l eaders  in  reduc ing  emiss ions ,  address ing  c l imate
r i sks ,  and  energ iz ing  nat iona l  c l imate  ef for ts .  The  summit  gathered  together
hundreds  of  c l imate  leaders  to  t ransform c l imate  f inance ,  enhance  g loba l  act ion ,
acce lerate  energy  t rans i t ions ,  and  s t rengthen  loca l  res i l i ence .  

Support  f rom lead ing  networks  and  organ izat ions ,  inc lud ing  the  C40 C i t ies  C l imate
Leadersh ip  Group ,  G loba l  Covenant  of  Mayors  for  C l imate  & Energy ,  ICLEI  UCLG,  US
Conference  of  Mayors ,  Under2  Coa l i t ion ,  and  UN-Habi ta t ,  underscores  th i s  event ' s
co l l aborat ive  and  g loba l  nature ,  a iming  to  acce lerate  progress  and  ampl i fy  impact
both  loca l ly  and  g loba l ly .  

Launch  of  the  C O P 2 8  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  H i g h  A m b i t i o n  M u l t i l e v e l  P a r t n e r s h i p s  ( C H A M P ) :
E levat ing  Co l laborat ion  for  Ambi t ious  Contr ibut ions .  CHAMP's  l aunch  dur ing  COP28
marked  a  s ign i f i cant  mi les tone ,  prov id ing  a  robust  p la t form for  loca l  and  reg iona l
leaders  to  contr ibute  to  ambi t ious  Nat iona l ly  Determined  Contr ibut ions  (NDCs)
act ive ly .  The  endorsement  by  70+ nat iona l  governments  re f lects  a  g loba l
acknowledgement  of  the  imperat ive  to  foster  co l l aborat ion  between nat iona l  and
subnat iona l  leve l s .  Th is  in i t i a t ive  exempl i f ies  the  growing  recogn i t ion  that  address ing
c l imate  change  requ i res  a  co l lect ive  and  mul t i leve l  approach .  

We share  be low the  key  messages  f rom R e g i o n s 4  P r e s i d e n t  around the  LCAS:  

M s .  A r a n x a  T a p i a ,  R e g i o n s 4  P r e s i d e n t ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  E c o n o m i c
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  B a s q u e  C o u n t r y
G o v e r n m e n t .

M r .  M a t e u s  S i m õ e s  d e  A l m e i d a ,  V i c e  g o v e r n o r  o f  M i n a s  G e r a i s  a n d  A n n e  W a i g u r u
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  k e n y a  

https://www.cop28.com/en/lcas
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K E Y  O U T C O M E S  O F
N E G O T I A T I O N S  R E L E V A N T  T O

R E G I O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  

We have  been  work ing  to  in f luence  the  outcome text  of  the  COP28 negot ia t ions  so
that  i t  re fers  to  subnat iona l  governments  and  mul t i leve l  governance .  Consu l t  the
proposed  text  h e r e  as  par t  o f  the  LGMA COP28 pos i t ion .  

In  par t i cu la r ,  we  have  been  work ing  to  in f luence  the  outcome text  of  the  G loba l
Stocktake  (GST) ,  and  the  G lasgow Sharm-e l -She ikh  work  program on  the  G loba l  Goa l
on  Adaptat ion  (GGA) .  

Ma in  dec i s ions :  a f ter  very  d i f f i cu l t  days  of  negot ia t ions ,  COP28 resu l ted  in  countr ies
de l iver ing  a  p a c k a g e  o f  d e c i s i o n s .   

T h e  G l o b a l  S t o c k t a k e  ( G S T )  

LGMA and Reg ions4  have  been  act ive ly  engag ing  wi th  the  G loba l  S tocktake  process
s ince  i t s  commencement  and  supported  the  s t rong  pressure  for  foss i l  fue l  phase-out
that  dominated  the  negot ia t ions .  Whi le  the  inc lus ion  of  a  t rans i t ion  away  f rom foss i l
fue l s  i s  a  l andmark  s tep ,  i t  fa i l s  to  recogn ize  the  c l imate  emergency  s tate  that  we are
in .  

LGMA and Reg ions4  we lcome that  some of  i t s  contr ibut ions  have  been  ref lected  in
the  f ina l  text  of  the  G S T  d e c i s i o n  t e x t .  We app laud  the  move  away  f rom just
recogn iz ing  the  ro le  that  mul t i leve l  act ion  can  p lay  in  de l iver ing  c l imate  act ion  but
a l so  act ive ly  seeks  to  app ly  pr inc ip les  of  the  CHAMP in i t i a t ive  in  the  text ,  such  as  in
paragraph  161 that  “ U r g e s  P a r t i e s  a n d  n o n - P a r t y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  j o i n  e f f o r t s  t o
a c c e l e r a t e  d e l i v e r y  t h r o u g h  i n c l u s i v e ,  m u l t i l e v e l ,  g e n d e r - r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e
a c t i o n ” .   

T h e  G l o b a l  G o a l  o n  A d a p t a t i o n  ( G G A )  a n d  f i n a n c e  f o r  a d a p t a t i o n

Helo ise  Ch icou ,  C l imate  Act ion  and  Res i l i ence  Program Manager  a t  Reg ions4  sa id ,
“ U p  t o  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  o n  a d a p t a t i o n  h a p p e n s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  a n d
s u b n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a n d  t h i s  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  g l o b a l  g o a l  o n  a d a p t a t i o n  t o
a l l o w  f o r  a c c e l e r a t e d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  f o r  p e o p l e  a n d  n a t u r e . ”  

Reg ions4  and  the  European  Commit tee  of  the  Reg ions  (COR)  co- led  the  work ing
group on  adaptat ion  for  the  LGMA and have  worked  towards  the  inc lus ion  of
subnat iona ls  wi th in  the  GGA throughout  the  year  lead ing  up  to  COP28,  inc lud ing  v ia
submiss ions  to  the  G loba l  S tocktake  Techn ica l  D ia logues .  The  work ing  group  a l so
inputted  to  four  G lasgow Sharm E l  She ikh  workshops .
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However ,  the  outcome text  fa l l s  shor t  in  address ing  the  spec i f i c  f inanc ia l  needs
requ i red  to  empower  loca l  and  subnat iona l  governments  who are  fac ing  the  impacts
f i r s thand ,  a long  wi th  coord inated  mechan isms  wi th  nat iona l  governments .
Add i t iona l ly ,  extend ing  the  t imeframe through  the  inc lus ion  of  the  language  “2030 ,
and  progress ive ly  beyond”  fa i l s  to  recogn ize  the  c l imate  emergency  s tate  that  we are
in .  

Moreover ,  the  draf t  needed more  prec i se  l anguage  to  de l ineate  c lear  imp lementat ion
means ,  espec ia l ly  concern ing  the  adaptat ion  f inance  gap  and  concrete  ta rgets .  The
unreso lved  inc lus ion  of  the  common but  d i f ferent ia ted  respons ib i l i t ies  and  respect ive
capab i l i t ies  (CBDR-RC)  pr inc ip le  remained  a  c r i t i ca l  po int  of  content ion .   

Leaders  a t  COP28 acknowledged a  s ign i f i cant  fund ing  gap  for  nat ionwide  c l imate
change  adaptat ions ,  w i th  es t imates  rang ing  f rom US$194 b i l l ion  to  US$366 b i l l ion
annua l ly ,  accord ing  to  the  U N E P  A d a p t a t i o n  G a p  R e p o r t .  Th i s  acknowledgment  i s
underscored  by  recent  ev idence  ind icat ing  a  t roub l ing  15% decrease  in  adaptat ion
fund ing  in  2021 ,  tota l ing  US$24.6  b i l l ion .  

E m p o w e r i n g  L o c a l  R e s i l i e n c e  t h r o u g h  L o s s  a n d  D a m a g e  O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  

The operat iona l i za t ion  of  the  L o s s  a n d  D a m a g e  ( L & D )  F u n d  on  day  one  marked  a
h is tor ic  moment ,  ce lebrat ing  commitments  f rom the  UAE,  USA,  Japan ,  and  the  EU.
With  a  commitment  to  d i rect  access  for  subnat iona l  governments ,  th i s  fund
represents  a  tang ib le  s tep  toward  address ing  c l imate  change ' s  rea l  and  immediate
impacts  a t  the  loca l  l eve l .  

The  agreement  out l ines  cond i t ions  for  the  operat iona l i za t ion  of  the  Loss  and  Damage
Fund ,  spec i fy ing  that  the  Wor ld  Bank  must  host  the  Fund in  a  manner  that  enab les
d i rect  access  to  resources  by  a l l  deve lop ing  countr ies .  Th is  access  inc ludes
subnat iona l ,  nat iona l ,  and  reg iona l  ent i t ies ,  as  we l l  as  sma l l  g rants  fund ing  for
communi t ies ,  in  accordance  wi th  po l i c ies  and  procedures  es tab l i shed  by  the  Fund 's
Board  and  re levant  sa feguards .  

The  fund  i s  d i rected  to  act ive ly  engage  wi th  nat iona l ,  subnat iona l ,  and  loca l  l eve l s  to
enhance  ef f i c iency  and  ach ieve  tang ib le  outcomes .  The  Board  i s  tasked  wi th
deve lop ing  moda l i t ies  for  resource  access ,  inc lud ing  d i rect  access  through
subnat iona l ,  nat iona l ,  and  reg iona l  ent i t ies ,  e i ther  independent ly  or  in  co l l aborat ion
with  accred i ted  ent i t ies  f rom other  funds  such  as  the  GCF,  GEF ,  and  the  Adaptat ion
Fund .  

Lead ing  the  f ront  wi th  the  Commit tee  of  European  Reg ions  (COR)  in  terms  of
in f luenc ing  the  negot ia t ions  for  subnat iona ls  on  adaptat ion ,  Reg ions4  in f luenced  the
outcomes  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t e x t  o n  t h e  G G A  as  re f lected  in  5  paragraphs  (Preamble ,  9 ,
14 ,20 ,22 )  such  as  the  recogn i t ion  of  adaptat ion  as  a  g loba l  cha l lenge  “ faced  by  a l l
w i th  loca l ,  subnat iona l ,  nat iona l ,  reg iona l  and  in ternat iona l  d imens ions” ,  and  the  v i ta l
ro le  of  a l l  s takeho lders ,  inc lud ing  loca l  governments .  We have  ca l led  for  increased
ambi t ion  and  support  to  fac i l i ta te  swi f t  act ion  a t  a l l  l eve l s ,  f rom loca l  to  g loba l ,  and
the  importance  of  gu id ing  adaptat ion  ef for ts  us ing  loca l  knowledge  systems ,
ecosystem-based  approaches ,  nature-based  so lut ions ,  and  loca l ly  led  and  communi ty-
based  s t ra teg ies .  
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For  fur ther  deta i l s  on  negot ia t ions  outcomes ,  v i s i t  the  C a r b o n B r i e f  s i t e .  

The I ISD Ear th  Negot ia t ions  Bu l le t in  summary  and  ana lys i s  o f  COP 28 i s
ava i l ab le  h e r e .

Read the  fu l l  LGMA Statement  on  the  Outcomes  of  COP28 h e r e .

T h e  L G M A  C o m m u n i t y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  i n f l u e n c e  o u t c o m e  d e c i s i o n s  a t  C O P 2 8

N a t u r e - b a s e d  s o l u t i o n s ,  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  p r o t e c t i o n  

The COP showed progress  regard ing  the  in tegrat ion  of  the  twin  c r i s i s  between c l imate
change  and  b iod ivers i ty  loss  wi th  a  s ta tement  f rom the  COP pres idency  and  par t ies  on
a  C O P  J o i n t  S t a t e m e n t  O n  C l i m a t e ,  N a t u r e  A n d  P e o p l e  and  the  launch  of  re levant
i n i t i a t i v e s  to  support  act ion  such  as  channe l ing  more  than  2 .5  b i l l ion  to  dr ive
progress  aga inst  the  K u n m i n g - M o n t r e a l  G l o b a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F r a m e w o r k  ( K M G B F ) ,
i nc lud ing  the  30x30 nature  protect ion  ta rget .  The  upsurge  in  nature  f inance  not  on ly
s tar ts  a  se l f - re inforc ing  cyc le  of  adaptat ion  and  res i l i ence  but  a l so  he lps  to  un lock  the
potent ia l  for  nature  to  prov ide  a  th i rd  of  the  needed mi t igat ion  so lut ions  by  2030.  
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K E Y  H I G H L I G H T S  A N D  C O N T R I B U T I O N S
F R O M  L O C A L  A N D  

R E G I O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  
S e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g  o n  U r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  

On 6  December  2023 ,  the  COP28 Pres idency ,  UN-Habi ta t  and  the  UN Cl imate  Change
High  Leve l  Champions  co-hosted  the  Second Min is ter ia l  Meet ing  on  Urban izat ion  and
Cl imate  Change  as  the  h igh- leve l  open ing  for  the  Mul t i leve l  Act ion ,  Urban izat ion ,  Bu i l t
Env i ronment ,  and  Transport  Day .  

A  j o i n t  o u t c o m e  s t a t e m e n t  for  both  the  Min is ter ia l  Meet ing  and  LCAS was  re leased  that
encourages  the  Par t ies  to  inc lude  mul t i leve l  cooperat ion  in  ach iev ing  the  Par i s
Agreement  and  inc lud ing  the  CHAMP in i t i a t ive  and  loca l  s tocktakes  as  c r i t i ca l
mechan isms  for  th i s  goa l .  

S o m e  K e y  I n i t i a t i v e s  l a u n c h e d  a t  C O P 2 8  
Scott i sh  Government  and  C40 Par tnersh ip :  A  Co l laborat ive  Endeavor  for  C l imate
Just ice :  The  £1  mi l l ion  par tnersh ip  between the  S c o t t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  C 4 0  C i t i e s
represents  a  co l l aborat ive  endeavor  to  focus  on  loss  and  damage  in  marg ina l i zed
communi t ies .  Th is  commitment  underscores  the  importance  of  ta rgeted  and  inc lus ive
in i t i a t ives  to  address  the  d i sproport ionate  impacts  of  c l imate  change  on  vu lnerab le
popu lat ions .   
Medi ter ranean  C l imate  Act ion  Par tnersh ip  (MCAP) :  P ioneer ing  B ioreg iona l
Innovat ion :  The  par tnersh ip  between Cata lon ia  and  Ca l i forn ia  wi th in  the
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  P a r t n e r s h i p  ( M C A P )  s tands  out  as  an  innovat ive
approach  to  res i l i ence  and  b iod ivers i ty  act ion .  Th is  b ioreg iona l  co l l aborat ion ,
invo lv ing  14  s tates/reg ions  f rom f ive  cont inents ,  demonst rates  a  shared  commitment
to  loca l i zed  c l imate  act ion .  

Reg ions4  has  l i s ted  over  20  pub l i cat ions  that  were  launched at  COP28,  inc lud ing  the
Mul t i leve l  Governance  At las  f rom WRI ,  the  Yearbook  of  G loba l  C l imate  Act ion  2023 f rom
the  Marrakech  Par tnersh ip  for  G loba l  C l imate  Act ion ,  the  Race  to  Res i l i ence  second
progress  report ,  and  the  Sharm E l -She ikh  f i r s t  imp lementat ion  report  f rom the  C l imate
champions .
In  par t i cu la r ,  Reg ions4  was  invo lved  as  a  par tner  to  the  task  force  that  l aunched the
I n t e g r i t y  M a t t e r s  f o r  C i t i e s  S t a t e s  a n d  R e g i o n s  r e p o r t .  Th i s  report  i s  a  fo l low-up  to  the
f lagsh ip  In tegr i ty  Matters  report  l aunched las t  year  a t  COP27 by  the  High-Leve l  Expert
Group on  the  Net-Zero  Emiss ions  Commitments  of  Non-State  Ent i t ies  (HLEG) .  I t  out l ines
recommendat ions  for  subnat iona l  governments  to  ensure  the  c red ib i l i ty ,  accountab i l i ty ,  and
transparency  of  the i r  c l imate  and  susta inab i l i ty  commitments  whi le  acknowledg ing  the i r
var ied  capac i t ies  and  character i s t i cs .

K e y  P u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  R e p o r t s  U n v e i l e d  D u r i n g  C o P 2 8  

E x p l o r e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  t h e  k e y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  t o o l s  o n  t h e  
C O P 2 8  R e g i o n s 4  I n i t i a t i v e s  T r a c k e r

 P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  o n g o i n g  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  w e  w i l l  b e  u p d a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2023/12/draft_joint_outcome_statement_on_urbanization_and_climate_change_final.pdf
https://www.c40.org/
https://www.medclimate.org/
https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/press/integrity-matters-for-cities-states-and-regions/
https://regions4.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/filestransfer/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B2F8E926D-1734-469C-B9AB-A2018D8308F5%7D&file=COP28%20Initiatives.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


R E G I O N S 4
A C T I V I T I E S  

A T  C O P 2 8

Reg ions4  was  ab le  to  have  a  s t rong  presence  at  COP28,  thanks  to  a  year - long  so l id
co l laborat ion  wi th  members  and  par tners  to  deve lop  a  par t i c ipatory  s t ra tegy  roadmap
( jo int  preparatory  web inar ,  de legat ion  k i t ,  ded icated  webs i te  and  news let ters ,
WhatsApp COP28 engagement  channe l )  to  support  our  co l lect ive  advocacy  ef for ts ;
re inforce  the  Reg ionsAdapt  communi ty  and  i t s  contr ibut ion  to  the  Race  To  Res i l i ence
campa ign ,  and  cont inue  to  ra i se  reg ions ’  vo ice  wi th in  the  UNFCCC wi th  key  events
and  in i t i a t ives  such  as  the  # R e g i o n s V o i c e  campa ign .  

A  G r o w i n g  V o i c e  a n d
R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s ,  L o c a l
a n d  R e g i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t s

W i t h i n  U N F C C C  P r o c e s s  

R e g i o n s 4  K e y  M e s s a g e s

The overa l l  ob ject ive  of  Reg ions4  par t i c ipat ion  a t  the  COP28 was  to  promote
mul t i leve l  governance  for  increas ing  ambi t ion  and  ef fect ive  act ion  on  c l imate  act ion
and res i l i ence  through  the  key  ro le  of  reg iona l  governments .  

https://regions4.org/project/regions-voice/


The h igh l ights  of  the  Mul t i - leve l  Act ion  Pav i l ion  and  the  subnat iona l  const i tuency
can  be  found h e r e .  

R e g i o n s 4  D e l e g a t i o n

Reg ions4  and  a  de legat ion  of  20  reg iona l  representat ives  were  present  in  Duba i  to
show what  ra i s ing  ambi t ion  looks  l i ke  thanks  to  reg iona l  leadersh ip .  Reg ions  present
inc luded :  Basque  Country ,  Ca l i forn ia ,  Cata lon ia ,  CONGOPE,  Counc i l  o f  Governors
Kenya ,  Cross  R iver  State ,  F landers ,  Ja l i sco ,  KwaZulu-Nata l ,  Lombardy ,  Minas  Gera i s ,
Paraná ,  Pr ince  Edward  I s land ,  Quebec ,  Rabat  Sa le-Ken i t ra ,  R io  de  Jane i ro ,  Sao  Pau lo ,
South  Aust ra l i a ,  Wales  and  Yucatan .   

Supported  20  Reg ions4  and  Reg ionsAdapt  members  on  s i te  and  128+ de legates .  

Fac i l i ta ted  4  accred i ta t ions  on-s i te  for  members  of  Reg ions4  and  14  v i r tua l
accred i ta t ions .  

R e g i o n s 4  R o l e  i n  S h a p i n g  C o m m o n  P o s i t i o n s  f o r  N e g o t i a t i o n s  

Subnat iona l  governments  as  par t  o f  the  Loca l  Governments  and  Munic ipa l  Author i t ies
(LGMA)  const i tuency  have  co-deve loped  key  messages  and  recommendat ions  to
inform COP28 negot ia t ions .  

The  pos i t ion  of  LGMA Const i tuency  Towards  UNFCC COP28 i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .  

In  par t i cu la r ,  we  have  worked  hard  th i s  year  to  engage  in  the  negot ia t ions  on  the
G l a s g o w – S h a r m  e l - S h e i k h  w o r k  p r o g r a m m e  o n  t h e  G l o b a l  G o a l  o n  A d a p t a t i o n  ( G G A )
to  ensure  that  i t  cons iders  the  contr ibut ions  of  subnat iona l  governments  and  looks  a t
support ing  subnat iona l  governments  to  acce lerate  act ion .  As  a  resu l t  o f  these  ef for ts ,
the  UNFCCC Pres idency  has  asked  for  our  input .  

The  submiss ion  of  LGMA Const i tuency  Towards  the  G loba l  Goa l  on  Adaptat ion
(GGA)  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .

R e g i o n s 4  C a m p a i g n  # R e g i o n s V o i c e  a t  C O P 2 8

The a im of  the  Reg ions  Vo ice  campa ign  i s  to
ensure  the  v i s ib i l i ty  and  wider  recogn i t ion  of  the
ro le  of  reg iona l  governments  in  c l imate  act ion
and res i l i ence  by  e levat ing  both  ind iv idua l  and
co l lect ive  messages .  

2 5  s tor ies  showcas ing  reg ions ’  good pract ices
were  shared  before  and  dur ing  COP through
soc ia l  med ia .  Reg ions  inc luded  Ba ja  Ca l i forn ia
Sur ,  Basque  Country ,  Ca l i forn ia ,  Cata lon ia ,
CONGOPE,  Counc i l  o f  Governors  Kenya ,  Cross
R iver  State ,  F landers ,  Ja l i sco ,  KwaZulu-Nata l ,
Lombardy ,  Minas  Gera i s ,  Parana ,  Québec ,  Rabat-
Sa lé-Ken i t ra ,  R io  de  Jane i ro  State ,  Sao  Pau lo
State ,  Scot land ,  South  Aust ra l i a ,  Wales ,  and
Yucatan .  

Exp lore  these  s tor ies  on  our  ded icated  # R e g i o n s V o i c e  a t  C O P 2 8  webpage .   

https://www.cities-and-regions.org/multilevel-action-and-urbanization-pavilion/
https://www.cities-and-regions.org/wp-content/uploads/lgma-cop28-position-paper_en.pdf
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/glasgow-sharm-el-sheikh-WP-GGGA
https://regions4.sharepoint.com/sites/filestransfer/ClimateChange%20files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2FNegotiations%2FGGA%20submission%2FSubmission%20COR%2C%20Regions4%2C%20LGMA%20to%20the%208th%20workshop%20of%20GGA%20Glasgow%20Sharm%20El%20Sheikh%20program%2Epdf&viewid=98876e83%2Dc650%2D4aae%2Daa56%2Df086acc66ea1&parent=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2FNegotiations%2FGGA%20submission
https://regions4.org/news/regionsvoice-at-cop28/


R e g i o n s 4  K e y  P u b l i c a t i o n s  a t  C O P 2 8

R E G I O N S A D A P T  2 0 2 3  R E P O R T :  A D D R E S S I N G  C L I M A T E  J U S T I C E  I N
R E G I O N A L  A D A P T A T I O N  P L A N N I N G  A N D  A C T I O N

R e g i o n s A d a p t  i s  the  p ioneer ing  in i t i a t ive  l aunched in
2015 at  COP21 that  br ings  together  lead ing  reg ions  on
c l imate  change  adaptat ion ,  to  foster  co l l aborat ion ,  as
wel l  as  learn ing  and  ra i s ing  capac i t ies .  Annua l ly ,
Reg ions4  re leases  R e g i o n s A d a p t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s ,  based
on CDP data  and  BC3 interv iews ,  deta i l ing  progress  and
act ions  by  reg iona l  governments  in  adapt ing  to  c l imate
change .  

Reg ionsAdapt  2023 Progress  Report  and  accompany ing  mater ia l s  a re  ava i l ab le
h e r e .  

With  the  support  and  contr ibut ion  of  the  Government  of
Quebec ,  th i s  year ’ s  report  not  on ly  cont inues  report ing
to  the  Race  to  Res i l i ence  Campa ign  but  in t roduces  a
groundbreak ing  themat ic  exp lorat ion  in to  c l imate  jus t i ce .
I t  i l lus t ra tes  how reg iona l  governments  in tegrate
vu lnerab le  communi t ies  and  c l imate  jus t i ce  d imens ions
into  the i r  c l imate  adaptat ion  s t ra teg ies  and  showcases
more  than  16  good pract ices  f rom subnat iona l
governments  in  the  matter .  

The  report  was  of f i c ia l l y  unve i led  to  the  g loba l  aud ience  wi th  a  l i vest ream on
Reg ions4  YouTube channe l  on  5  December  2023 ,  f rom the  Res i l i ence  Hub pav i l ion  a t
COP28.  

J e a n  L e m i r e ,  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  E n v o y  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  Q u e b e c ;
H é l o ï s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r a m m e

M a n a g e r ;  J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ;  B e n o i t
C h a r e t t e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  Q u e b e c ,  a t  t h e

R e g i o n s A d a p t  2 0 2 3  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  –  V i r t u a l  L a u n c h .  

J e m i m a  G o r d o n - D u f f ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  f o r
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  S c o t t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t ;

H é l o ï s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  a n d
R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e r ;  a n d  J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,
R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  R e g i o n s A d a p t

2 0 2 3  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  –  V i r t u a l  L a u n c h .

https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/publications/
https://regions4.org/news/launch-of-regionsadapt-progress-report-2023/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
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https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/


P O L I C Y  B R I E F  O N  T R A N S F O R M A T I V E  M U L T I L E V E L  A C T I O N :
S U B N A T I O N A L  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  C L I M A T E  &  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  

The Po l i cy  Br ie f  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .

With  the  support  of  the  Post2020 B iod ivers i ty
Framework  EU Support  pro ject ,  imp lemented  by
Expert i se  France ,  and  authored  by  Reg ions4  experts
wi th  support  f rom Quebec ’ s  Adv isory  Commit tee  on
Cl imate  Change ,  the  paper  addresses  the  importance
of  subnat iona l  governments  as  innovat ion  laborator ies
for  loca l  and  inc lus ive  so lut ions  to  the  dua l  c l imate
and b iod ivers i ty  c r i s i s .  

With  the  support  of  CREAF,  Reg ions4  a l so  re leased  a
v ideo  insp i red  on  the  po l i cy  br ie f ’ s  key  messages .   

The  V ideo  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .  

R e g i o n s 4  L e a d i n g  E v e n t s  a t  C O P 2 8
At  COP28,  Reg ions4  co-organ ized  4  h igh- leve l  events ,  a  v i r tua l  l aunch  event ,  a
d inner  and  a  network ing  recept ion .  
We fac i l i ta ted  21  member  in tervent ions  in  the  4  Reg ions4  lead ing  events  and  3
par tners ’  events  and  Reg ions4  secretar ia t  supported  and  par t i c ipated  in  7  events  as
par tners .  

We a l so  prov ided  our  members  wi th  a  comprehens ive  a g e n d a  o f  e v e n t s  to  he lp  them
nav igate  the  conference .  

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  A G E N D A S  A T  N A T I O N A L  L E V E L :  H O W  T O
S T R E N G T H E N   T H E I R   E F F E C T I V E N E S S  W I T H I N   M U L T I L E V E L  G O V E R N A N C E

O r g a n i s e r s :  Government  of  the  Lombardy  Reg ion ,  Reg ions4 ,  Fondaz ione  Lombard ia  per
l ’Ambiente ,  in  co l l aborat ion  wi th  Under2  Coa l i t ion .  

D a t e :  Monday  4th  of  December .  

D e s c r i p t i o n :  The event  demonst rated   the  ro le  of  s ta tes ,  reg ions ,   c i t ies  and  non-state  actors  in
dr iv ing  progress  on  c l imate  change  mi t igat ion  and  adaptat ion ,  a l lowing  for  the  in tegrat ion  of
g loba l  agendas  and  h igh l ight ing  exper iences  of  mul t i - leve l  governance  and  co l laborat ion  wi th
nat iona l  governments .  
We had  the  honour  of  count ing  on  the  par t i c ipat ion  of  Reg ions4  and  Reg ionsAdapt  members :
Lombardy ,  Scot land ,  KwaZulu-Nata l  and  Sao  Pau lo .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  

https://4post2020bd.net/resources/transformative-actions-44-transformative-multilevel-action-subnational-solutions-for-climate-biodiversity/
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https://regions4.sharepoint.com/sites/filestransfer/ClimateChange%20files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Press%20Release%20%2D%20%20Lombardy%20and%20Regions4%20Side%20Event%2Epdf&viewid=98876e83%2Dc650%2D4aae%2Daa56%2Df086acc66ea1&parent=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release
https://regions4.sharepoint.com/sites/filestransfer/ClimateChange%20files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Press%20Release%20%2D%20%20Lombardy%20and%20Regions4%20Side%20Event%2Epdf&viewid=98876e83%2Dc650%2D4aae%2Daa56%2Df086acc66ea1&parent=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release
https://regions4.sharepoint.com/sites/filestransfer/ClimateChange%20files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Press%20Release%20%2D%20%20Lombardy%20and%20Regions4%20Side%20Event%2Epdf&viewid=98876e83%2Dc650%2D4aae%2Daa56%2Df086acc66ea1&parent=%2Fsites%2Ffilestransfer%2FClimateChange%20files%2FCOP28%2F4%2E12%20%2D%20Lombardy%20%2B%20Regions4%20side%20event%2FPress%20release


R E G I O N S 4  D I N N E R :  B U I L D I N G  A  S U S T A I N A B L E  T O M O R R O W :  C O N N E C T I N G
R E G I O N A L  L E A D E R S  A N D  T H E  G L O B A L  C O M M U N I T Y  F O R  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  A N D
C L I M A T E  A C T I O N  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Reg ions4 ,  supported  by  Post2020 B iod ivers i ty  Framework  EU Support
Pro ject .

D a t e :  Monday  4th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Recept ion  for  50  guests ,  des igned  to  foster  network ing ,  co l l aborat ion ,
and  engagement  among subnat iona l  leaders ,  in ternat iona l  organ izat ions ,  and  c l imate
act ion  advocates .    

Th is  exc lus ive  event  fac i l i ta ted  mean ingfu l  connect ions  and  d ia logue  among Reg ions4
de legat ion  a t  COP28 as  we l l  as  w i th  par tners  and  thought  leaders  who champion  the
a l ignment  of  the  in ternat iona l  c l imate  and  b iod ivers i ty  agendas .  

Be low i s  a  snapshot  of  the  recept ion :  

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ;  D a v i d
C o o p e r ,  A c t i n g  E x e c u t i v e

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  B i o l o g i c a l
D i v e r s i t y ,  S u s a n n a  R i v e r o
a n d  M a r c  V i l a h u r  f r o m  t h e

C a t a l o n i a  t e a m .
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P l a t f o r m s  l i k e  R e g i o n s 4  a r e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  s h a r e  o u r
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  s t r o n g
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v o i c e  a n d  a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s
b e c a u s e  w e  s e e  t h e  i n h e r e n t  v a l u e  i n  w h a t  w e  c a n  d e l i v e r .  W e  a l s o
k n o w  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  w e  m a k e  t o d a y  w i l l  m a k e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e
b e t w e e n  a  p l a n e t  t h a t  i s  i n h a b i t a b l e  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o r  o n e  t h a t
i s n ’ t .  

W e  n e e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a u t h o r i t i e s
a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i n g  t o  t h e  s u b n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  b o t h  f r o m  t h e
n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m s .

N D C s  a n d  N A P s  n e e d  t o  b e  i n t e g r a t e d ,  a n d  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h
m u l t i l e v e l  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

S U B N A T I O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  I N  D R I V I N G  N A T I O N A L
A D A P T A T I O N  P L A N S   ( N A P )   A N D   N A T I O N A L L Y   D E T E R M I N E D
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  ( N D C )   I M P L E M E N T A T I O N   

O r g a n i s e r s :  Reg ions4 ,   the  Under2  Coa l i t ion ,  and   the  European  Commit tee  of  the
Reg ions ,   in  par tnersh ip  wi th  GIZ ,   the  Scot t i sh  Government ,  the  NAP Globa l  Network .

D a t e :  Wednesday  6th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Th i s  event   h igh l ighted  exper iences  of  mul t i - leve l  governance  and
co l laborat ion  between loca l  and  reg iona l  as  we l l  as  nat iona l  governments  on  the  def in i t ion
and  implementat ion  of  c l imate  agendas  such  as  the  Nat iona l ly  Determined  Contr ibut ions
(NDCs)  and  Nat iona l  Adaptat ion  P lans  (NAPs ) .  

The  event  shared  exper iences  f rom Scot land ,  the  Counc i l  o f  Governors  of  Kenya ,  R io  de
Jane i ro ,  and  Cata lon ia .  

M a i r i  M c A l l a n ,  C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  N e t  Z e r o  a n d  J u s t  T r a n s i t i o n ,
S c o t t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t

M a u r i c o  L u n a  R o d r i g u e z ,  I I S D ,  L e a d  o n  V e r t i c a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  a t  t h e  N A P  G l o b a l  N e t w o r k  

C a r m e n  V o g t ,  H e a d  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  S e c t i o n s  C i t i e s  a t  G I Z

N e h m a t  K a u r ,  H e a d  o f  U n d e r 2  a n d  S u b n a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t s ,
C l i m a t e  G r o u p ;  P a u l  O t u o m a ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  B u s i a  C o u n t y  a n d
C h a i r  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  K e n y a ;  T h i a g o  P a m p o l h a ,
V i c e - G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ;  A p o s t o l o s
T z i t z i k o s t a s ,  F i r s t  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i t t e e
o f  t h e  R e g i o n s  a n d  G o v e r n o r  o f  C e n t r a l  M a c e d o n i a  R e g i o n ;
M i r e i a  B o y a ,  D G  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  a n d  C l i m a t e
C h a n g e ,  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  C a t a l o n i a .

F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h i s  e v e n t ,  r e a d  t h e  I I S D  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  h e r e .  
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C A T A L Y S T S  O F  C H A N G E :  S U B N A T I O N A L  L E A D E R S H I P  I N  T H E
I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  I N N O V A T I V E  N A T U R E - B A S E D  S O L U T I O N S  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Reg ions4  and  the  Basque  Country ,  in  par tnersh ip  wi th  the  Loca l  Governments
and  Munic ipa l  Author i t ies  const i tuency   (LGMA) .  

D a t e :  Wednesday  6th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  The  event  exp lored  reg iona l  leadersh ip  in  the  imp lementat ion  of  innovat ive
Nature-based  So lut ions  as  the  key  to  tack l ing  c l imate  change  and  b iod ivers i ty  loss ,
present ing  concrete  so lut ions  that  can  be  rep l i cated .

Th is  event  in tegrated  a  roundtab le  d i scuss ion  among reg iona l  governments  look ing  a t
act ions  that  a t tend  to  both  b iod ivers i ty  protect ion  and  c l imate  act ion .  The  Basque  Country ,
F landers ,  Quebec ,  Minas  Gera i s ,  Ba ja  Ca l i forn ia  Sur ,  and  Ca l i forn ia  d i scussed  the  enab l ing
cond i t ions  and  dr ivers  to  rep l i cate  such  act ions  and  the  ro le  reg iona l  governments  p lay  in
acce lerat ing  progress .  

F o r  a  d e e p e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e v e n t ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  h e r e .  

We share  be low some of  the  key  messages  we heard  f rom the  pane l  o f  reg iona l
experts :
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R E G I O N S 4  N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T :  I N T E G R A T E D  A C T I O N S  F O R
T R A N S F O R M A T I V E  C H A N G E :  S H O W C A S I N G  S U B N A T I O N A L  C H A M P I O N S  I N
S Y N E R G I E S  B E T W E E N  C L I M A T E  &  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  A G E N D A S  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Reg ions4 ,  supported  by  Post2020 B iod ivers i ty  Framework  EU Support
Pro ject .  
D a t e :  Wednesday  6th  of  December .
D e s c r i p t i o n :  The  network ing  recept ion  ce lebrated  subnat iona l  leaders ,  po l i cymakers ,
and  env i ronmenta l  advocates  who champion  the  a l ignment  of  the  in ternat iona l
c l imate  and  b iod ivers i ty  agendas .  Subnat iona l  governments  together  wi th  the i r
par tners  represent  a  vast  a r ray  of  ter r i tor ia l  l aborator ies  tes t ing  innovat ive
so lut ions ,  where  synerg ies  between c l imate ,  b iod ivers i ty  and  deve lopment  cha l lenges
t rans la te  in to  act ion ,  the  event  a imed at  s t rengthen ing  the  communi ty  a round these
t ransformat ive  act ions .

We share  be low some of  the  best  moments  of  our  network ing  event  wi th  our
members  and  par tners :
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A l i g n i n g  t h e s e  c l i m a t e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y
a g e n d a s  a t  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e v e l s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  p o w e r f u l  t o o l s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e
a n d  t h a t  c a n  r e a l l y  h e l p  u s  m o v e  f o r w a r d  t o
a  r e s i l i e n t  w o r l d ,  t h a t  i s  a l s o  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  f o r  a l l ,  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
f a c i n g  t h e s e  d u a l  c r i s e s .

T A C K L I N G  T H E  T W I N  C R I S E S  O F  C L I M A T E  A N D  B I O D I V E R S I T Y   L O S S :
A M B I T I O N  A N D  A C T I O N  F R O M  R E G I O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T S  T O
B U I L D   R E S I L I E N C E

O r g a n i s e r s :  Reg ions4 ,   the  European  Commit tee  of  the  Reg ions .  In  par tnersh ip  wi th  the
Eco log ica l  and  Forest ry  App l i cat ions  Research  Centre  (CREAF)  and  the  Internat iona l  Un ion  for
Conservat ion  of  Nature  ( IUCN) .  Supported  by   the  Post  2020 B iod ivers i ty  Framework ,  a  pro ject
f inanced  by  the  EU and  implemented  by  Expert i se  France .
D a t e :  Monday  11th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :The  sess ion  a imed to  showcase  the  essent ia l  ro le  of  subnat iona l  governments  and
the  innovat ive  so lut ions  they  have  deve loped  to  s imul taneous ly  imp lement  the  nature- re la ted
e lements  of  the  COP27 Sharm e l -She ikh  Implementat ion  P lan  and  the  Kunming-Montrea l  G loba l
B iod ivers i ty  Framework  wi th  a  s t rong  look  a t  the  cha l lenges  and  opportun i t ies  of  a  who le-of -
government  approach .  

We had  the  honour  of  count ing  on  the  par t i c ipat ion  of  Reg ions4  and  Reg ionsAdapt  members .   

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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W h e r e  t h e r e ' s  a  w i l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a  w a y  ( . . . )  A s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  C O R
a n d  m y  r e g i o n  A n d a l u s i a ,  w e  s e e  f i r s t - h a n d  i m p a c t s ,  n o t a b l y
f o r  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e c o s y s t e m s  i n
A n d a l u s i a  ( . . . )  I t  i s  t i m e  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  d u a l  c r i s i s ,  w h i c h
m u s t  b e  a  p l a n e t a r y  p r i o r i t y .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  n e e d  t o  g i v e
g r e a t e r  w e i g h t  t o  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  b e c a u s e
t h e y  m u s t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a c h i e v i n g  g l o b a l  g o a l s  i n  t h e  f i g h t
a g a i n s t  b i o d i v e r s i t y  l o s s  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .

O n e  o f  C a t a l o n i a ’ s  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  i s  t o  c o n n e c t  b i o d i v e r s i t y
a n d  c l i m a t e  s t r a t e g i e s  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s .  W e  m o n i t o r
a c t i o n  b y  h a v i n g  7 8  i n d i c a t o r s  f o r  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  5 8  f o r
a d a p t a t i o n ,  w h e r e  w e  c a n  l o o k  a t  w h a t  i s  w o r k i n g  a n d  w h a t
i s  n o t ,  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  b u t  a l s o  t o  r e p o r t  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y  a s  a n
e x e r c i s e  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y .

T h e  K u n m i n g – M o n t r e a l  G l o b a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  F r a m e w o r k  w i l l
b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i f  i t  i s  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  a  w h o l e - o f -
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w h o l e - o f - s o c i e t y  a p p r o a c h .  S u b n a t i o n a l  a n d
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  m a i n s t r e a m i n g  c l i m a t e  a n d
b i o d i v e r s i t y  o b j e c t i v e s  a c r o s s  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e ,  a c r o s s
s e c t o r s ,  a n d  a c r o s s  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  e f f e c t i v e
a c t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b o t h  a g e n d a s ,  m o v i n g  t h e  F r a m e w o r k
f r o m  a g r e e m e n t  t o  a c t i o n .

T h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e  f o r  c h a n g e  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p e o p l e
t h a t  w a n t  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

J u a n  M a n u e l  M o r e n o  B o n i l l a ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A n d a l u s i a

L e o  B e j a r a n o ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  T h e  C a t a l a n  O f f i c e  o f  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  C a t a l o n i a

D a v i d  C o o p e r ,  A c t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  C o n v e n t i o n
o n  B i o l o g i c a l  D i v e r s i t y

G r e t h e l  A g u i l a r ,  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  I U C N G o v e r n m e n t  o f  C a t a l o n i a



P a r t n e r s  S i d e  E v e n t s  a t  C O P 2 8 ,  w i t h  R e g i o n s 4  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

H I G H - L E V E L  R O U N D T A B L E :  D R I V I N G  S U B N A T I O N A L  L E A D E R S H I P  T O
S T R E N G T H E N  G L O B A L  C L I M A T E  A C T I O N

O r g a n i s e r s :  Under2  Coa l i t ion ,  w i th  the  support  of  Reg ions4 .

D a t e :   Saturday  2nd  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  The  Under2  Coa l i t ion  hosted  a  h igh- leve l  roundtab le  conven ing
governors ,  p remiers  and  key  subnat iona l  leaders  together  wi th  the  UN Cl imate
Change  High-Leve l  Champions  to  in tegrate  subnat iona l  leadersh ip  towards  enhanc ing
g loba l  c l imate  act ion .  

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  H i g h - l e v e l  r o u n d t a b l e :  “ g l o b a l
r e v i e w s  n e e d  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  s u b n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  l o o k  a t  n e w  m e c h a n i s m s

f o r  s u p p o r t  t o  s u b n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  s u c h  a s  f i n a n c i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  h e l p  s u b n a t i o n a l
g o v e r n m e n t s  a c c e l e r a t e  a c t i o n ” .    
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T A K I N G  S T O C K  O F  P R O G R E S S :  R A C E  T O  R E S I L I E N C E  I N  2 0 2 3

O r g a n i s e r s :  Race  to  Res i l i ence ,  w i th  the  support  of  Reg ions4 .

D a t e :   Sunday  3rd  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Th i s  event  presented  the  progress  made  by  the  Campa ign  in  2023.  For  the  f i r s t
t ime ,  the  Campa ign  i s  proud ly  demonst rat ing  the  convers ion  of  p ledges  in to  tang ib le  act ions :
Number  of  benef i ted  peop le ,  hectares  of  natura l  sys tems  covered ,  and  f inance  be ing  mobi l i zed
by  par tners ’  imp lementat ion  ef for ts .    

T h e  s e s s i o n :  

Presented  the  s e c o n d  R a c e  t o  R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t ,  tak ing  s tocktake  on
implementat ion .  

Showcased  progress  on  p ledges :  Par tners  have  commit ted  to  increas ing  the  res i l i ence  of
3 .19  b i l l ion  peop le  by  2030.  

H igh l ighted  progress  on  the  number  of  ind iv idua ls  benef i ted ,  hectares  impacted ,  and
f inance  mobi l i zed  by  par tners .  

Presented  the  Reg ions4  R e g i o n s A d a p t  2 0 2 3  P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t .  

R a z a n  A l  M u b a r a k ,  C O P 2 8  H i g h - l e v e l  C l i m a t e
C h a m p i o n  s t a t e d ,  “ T h e  r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e

c o l l e c t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s ,  r e g i o n s ,
s t a k e h o l d e r s  ( . . . )  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  m a r k

s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
s t r i d e  t o w a r d s  o u r  g o a l s ” .  

H e l o i s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4
C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e

P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e r  p r e s e n t e d
t h e  R e g i o n s A d a p t  2 0 2 3

P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D  C H A L L E N G E S  F O R  S U B N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  A C T I O N :
E X P E R I E N C E S  A N D  A D V A N C E S  F R O M  C H I L E  A N D  L A T I N  A M E R I C A  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Min i s t ry  of  Env i ronment  of  Ch i le ,  co-organ ised  wi th  the  Center  for
C l imate  and  Res i l i ence  Research  (CR)2 ,  and  Reg ions4 .  

D a t e :  Wednesday ,  6th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Ch i le  i s  a  p ioneer  in  def in ing  exp l i c i t  gu ide l ines ,  as  tes t i f ied  by  i t s  new
Cl imate  Change  Framework  Law,  which  promotes  in tegrated  c l imate  act ion  a t  a l l
management  leve l s ,  inc lud ing  nat iona l  sectors ,  reg ions ,  munic ipa l i t ies  and  even
watersheds .  Th is ,  however ,  requ i res  important  advances  in  capac i ty  bu i ld ing ,
in format ion  and  governance .  In  th i s  context ,  the  pane l  sought  to  show and  d i scuss
Chi le ’ s  and  Lat in  Amer ican  exper iences  on  th i s  matter ,  a t tend ing  to  d i f ferent  actors
l inked  to  th i s  process .   

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r  s t a t e d ,  “ L e a d i n g  r e g i o n s
a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f r o m  C h i l e  a n d
L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a r e  s h o w c a s i n g  r e a l

s o l u t i o n s  t o  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e
c h a l l e n g e s  ( . . . )  o u r  R e g i o n s A d a p t

r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e n g a g i n g  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  h o w  s u b n a t i o n a l
g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r

w i t h  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n
o v e r c o m i n g  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s ” .  

R i c a r d o  T a p i a ,  D i r e c t o r  o f
B i o e c o n o m y ,  M o r o n a  S a n t i a g o

C O N G O P E  ( E c u a d o r ) :  “ W e  h a v e  o n e
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  o f  d e f o r e s t a t i o n

i n  E c u a d o r ,  s o  w e  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e  t h a t
f o r e s t  g o v e r n a n c e  i s  k e y  t o  m o v i n g
f o r w a r d .  W e  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r

w i t h  o u r  l o c a l  a n d  i n d i g e n o u s
c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p

d e f o r e s t a t i o n - f r e e  v a l u e  c h a i n s  f o r
c o f f e e ,  c a c a o ,  m i l k  a n d  c a t t l e ” .  
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S C A L I N G - U P  N A T U R E - B A S E D  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  C L I M A T E ,  N A T U R E  A N D
P E O P L E

O r g a n i s e r s :  ENVE Commiss ion  of  the  European  Commit tee  of  the  Reg ions  (COR) .  
D a t e :   Saturday  9th  of  December .
D e s c r i p t i o n :  Th i s  h igh- leve l  event  a imed at  ra i s ing  awareness  about  the  increas ing
number  of  in i t i a t ives  on  NbS ,  and  to  ident i fy  ins t ruments  for  sca l ing-up  and
increas ing  investment  in  the  des ign  and  implementat ion  of  NbS .  H igh- leve l  speakers
and  pane l i s t s  shared  exper iences  and  d i scussed  opportun i t ies  and  cha l lenges ,
obstac les  and  opportun i t ies ,  o f  invest ing  in  NbS for  c l imate  act ion  as  we l l  as  other
co-benef i t s .  

Reg ions4  fac i l i ta ted  the  par t i c ipat ion  of  the  Prefect  of  the  Prov ince  of  Morona
Sant iago ,  T iyua  Napo leon  Uyunkar  Kan i ras ,  represent ing  CONGOPE,  Ecuador .  

T h e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  

P r e f e c t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  M o r o n a  S a n t i a g o ,  T i y u a  N a p o l e o n  U y u n k a r  K a n i r a s ,
r e p r e s e n t i n g  C O N G O P E ,  E c u a d o r .  

https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://regions4.org/project/regions-adapt/
https://www.cop28eusideevents.eu/e/programme?session=1837491
https://www.cop28eusideevents.eu/e/programme?session=1837491
https://www.cop28eusideevents.eu/e/programme?session=1837491


C O P 2 8  N D C - N B S A P  M I N I S T E R I A L :  D R I V I N G  I N T E G R A T E D  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N
O F  N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  A N D  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  F R A M E W O R K S  F O R  2 0 3 0
A C T I O N

O r g a n i s e r s :   co-organ ized  by  the  COP28 Pres idency ,  CBD COP15 Pres idency ,  NDC
Partnersh ip ,  NBSAP Acce lerator  Par tnersh ip ,  UN C l imate  Change  High- leve l
Champions ,  and  the  UN CBD Act ion  Agenda  Champion .  
D a t e :   Saturday  9th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  The  UNFCCC COP28 and  CBD COP15 Pres idenc ies  brought  together
governments  and  leaders  across  soc iety  a t  a  min i s ter ia l  roundtab le  to  d i scuss  the
importance ,  cha l lenges ,  and  opportun i t ies  in  adopt ing  a  synerget ic  approach  in  the
des ign  and  implementat ion  of  nat iona l  c l imate  and  b iod ivers i ty  p lans  and  s t ra teg ies .  

The  Min is ter ia l  was  cha i red  by  Razan  A l  Mubarak  High-Leve l  Champion ,  COP28 and
Manue l  Pu lgar -V ida l ,  Act ion  Agenda  Champion ,  Convent ion  on  B io log ica l  D ivers i ty .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  e v e n t ,  c h e c k  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  h e r e .

The Execut ive  Secretar ies  of  the  UNFCCC and  UN CBD,  Inger  Anderson ,  Execut ive
Di rector ,  UNEP as  we l l  as  key  Min is ters ,  c iv i l  soc iety  groups  and  others  present
s t ressed  the  importance  of  urgency  and  sca le  imp lementat ion  i s  needed now.  

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s t a t e d ,  “ T h e  C O P 2 8  j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  o n  c l i m a t e  n a t u r e  a n d
p e o p l e ,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  U N F C C C  a n d  C B D  w i t h  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  g r o u p  o f  k e y  p a r t i e s ,  i s  a  p o w e r f u l

s i g n a l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  p a t h w a y  t o  a  n e t  z e r o  a n d  r e s i l i e n t  f u t u r e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  n a t u r e
p o s i t i v i t y .  L i k e w i s e  t h e r e  i s  n o  p a t h  f o r w a r d  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t e r r i t o r i e s .  A t  R e g i o n s 4  w e  s e e

c l e a r l y  h o w  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i t i e s ,  s t a t e s ,  a n d  r e g i o n s ,  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  c o m p e l l i n g
l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  r e a l  s o l u t i o n s  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  c l i m a t e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a g e n d a s . ”  
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C O P 2 8  N A T U R E  D A Y  R E C E P T I O N  -  P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  N A T U R E
P O S I T I V E  I N I T I A T I V E  A N D  L A U N C H  O F  T H E  F O R U M  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Nature  Pos i t ive  In i t i a t ive .

D a t e :   Saturday  9th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Af ter  a  successfu l  l aunch  of  the  Nature  Pos i t ive  In i t i a t ive  in  New York ,
a  whole-of -soc iety  approach  and  a l ignment  among governments ,  bus inesses ,  f inanc ia l
ins t i tut ions  and  c iv i l  soc iety  a round a  common def in i t ion  of  ‘Nature  Pos i t ive ’  as  we l l
as  act ions  a t  d i f ferent  sca les  wi l l  be  necessary  to  de l iver  the  Nature  Pos i t ive  goa l .
The  Nature  Pos i t ive  In i t i a t ive  i s  therefore  l aunch ing  a  d iverse  and  inc lus ive  Forum,
wi th  the  purpose  of  a l ign ing  and  coord inat ing  our  e f for ts  to  support  a  nature-
pos i t ive  outcome,  and  we lcomes  members  f rom a  var ie ty  of  sectors ,  inc lud ing  f rom
env i ronment  NGOs,  pr ivate  sector  coa l i t ions  and  actors ,  deve lopment  and
humani tar ian  organ izat ions ,  and  many  more .  

J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,  R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  N a t u r e  P o s i t i v e  I n i t i a t i v e  R e c e p t i o n
s t a t e d ,  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  p a t h w a y  t o  l i m i t i n g  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  t o  1 . 5 ° C  w i t h o u t  a d d r e s s i n g  n a t u r e
l o s s  a n d  l a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n .  R a t h e r  t h a n  t r e a t  t h e  c l i m a t e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  c r i s e s  s e p a r a t e l y ,
w e  n e e d  i n t e g r a t e d  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t a c k l e  t h e m  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  A n d  s u b n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  a r e

f i n d i n g  r e a l  s o l u t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  g i v e  a  b o o s t  t o  k e e p  t h a t  e x p o n e n t i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n
u n f o l d i n g .  T h e i r  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  i n t e g r a t e d  a p p r o a c h e s ,  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  g o v e r n a n c e ,  a n d

f i n a n c i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  c l i m a t e  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a c t i o n  m a k e  t h e m  n a t u r a l  a n d  m u c h -
n e e d e d  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ” .  
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W H A T  S K I L L S  A N D  C A P A C I T I E S  A R E  N E E D E D  A T  S U B N A T I O N A L  L E V E L S  T O
I M P L E M E N T  N A T I O N A L  A D A P T A T I O N  P L A N S ?  L E S S O N S  L E A R N T  F R O M
N A T I O N A L  A N D  L O C A L  L E V E L  A C T O R S  

O r g a n i s e r s :  Par i s  Commit tee  on  Capac i ty-bu i ld ing ,  NAP Globa l  Network

D a t e :   Sunday  10th  of  December .

D e s c r i p t i o n :  Th i s  event  examined  the  importance  of  sub-nat iona l  and  loca l - leve l  engagement
in  nat iona l  adaptat ion  po l i c ies  and  p lans ,  d i scuss ing  how capac i t ies  and  networks  can  be
enhanced  to  enab le  ver t i ca l  in tegrat ion  in  dec i s ion-mak ing  and  ensure  inc lus ive  and  gender-
respons ive  adaptat ion  act ion .

The  sess ion  h igh l ighted  good pract ices  on  how capac i ty  bu i ld ing  a t  sub-nat iona l  and  loca l
leve l s  can  be  sca led  up  at  the  nat iona l  leve l .  I t  ident i f ied  country  support  needs  to  advance
capac i ty  bu i ld ing  for  ver t i ca l  in tegrat ion  and  opportun i t ies  for  techn ica l  and  f inanc ia l  support
to  s t rengthen  these  ef for ts .  

G l o b a l  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  M a r r a k e c h
P a r t n e r s h i p  e v e n t

H i g h - l e v e l  c h a m p i o n s  M a h m o u d
M o h i e l d i n  a n d  R a z a n  A l  M u b a r a k ,  a n d
H e l o i s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4  C l i m a t e  a n d

R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e r
s t a t e d ,  “ I t  i s  k e y  t h a t  t h e  S h a r m  E l

S h e i k h  a d a p t a t i o n  a g e n d a  f e e d s  i n t o
t h e  g l o b a l  g o a l  o n  a d a p t a t i o n  s o  a s  t o

m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l
a d a p t a t i o n  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  p a r t i e s ” .  

R e g i o n s 4  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  A n a  A s t i ,  U n d e r s e c r e t a r y  o n  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
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M E E T  A N D  G R E E T  W I T H  R E G I O N S 4  A N D
R E G I O N S A D A P T  M E M B E R S  A N D  P A R T N E R S

We share  be low some of  the  38+ b i l a tera l  meet ings  we have  he ld  wi th  Reg ions4
members ,  Reg ionsAdapt  members ,  potent ia l  members  and  par tners .  

B i l a t e r a l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  B a s q u e  C o u n t r y
a n d  S a o  P a u l o  d e l e g a t i o n  

M e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  G I Z  t e a m  a t  C O P 2 8  

H e l o i s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4  C l i m a t e  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e
P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e r  w i t h  t h e  N e t w o r k  o f  b o u n d a r y

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  a d a p t a t i o n

B i l a t e r a l  w i t h  M s  C a t e  H a r t ,
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r

E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  W a t e r ,  S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a  



M E E T  A N D  G R E E T  W I T H  R E G I O N S 4  A N D
R E G I O N S A D A P T  M E M B E R S  

B i l a t e r a l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  M a d a m e  F a t i m e t o u  A b d e l  M a l i c k ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  N o u a k c h o t t  r e g i o n .

B i l a t e r a l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  M a u r i c i o  D o s a l ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  Y u c a t a n ;  S a y d a
R o d r i g u e z ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  Y u c a t a n ;  a n d  S i l v i a

L l a m a s ,  G C F  C o u n t r y  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  M e x i c o  a t  C O P 2 8 .  

H e l o i s e  C h i c o u ,  R e g i o n s 4  C l i m a t e  a n d
R e s i l i e n c e  P r o g r a m m e  M a n a g e r ;  A n n e

W a i g u r u ,  S e c o n d  G o v e r n o r  o f  K i r i n y a g a
C o u n t r y  i n  K e n y a ;  a n d  J o r d a n  H a r r i s ,

R e g i o n s 4  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .



F o l l o w - u p  o n  C O P 2 8  c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e g i o n s  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g
r e g i o n s  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  l o o k i n g  n o t a b l y  a t  l o s s  a n d  d a m a g e .  

A d v o c a c y  s t r a t e g y  f o r  C O P 2 9 ,  r e g u l a r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  p r o c e s s  w i t h
m e m b e r s  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  a n d  p o s i t i o n i n g .

 
E n s u r e  a  s t r o n g  p r e s e n c e  a t  C O P 2 9 :  s i d e  e v e n t s  a n d  R e g i o n s A d a p t  r e p o r t ,  f o c u s i n g
o n  f i n a n c e ,  a s  a  k e y  p r i o r i t y  t o p i c  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  

C o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p s :  C l i m a t e - K I C ,  U n d e r 2  C o a l i t i o n ,  R e s i l i e n c e  H u b  a n d
L a b ,  W R I ,  G I Z ,  E F ,  N A P  G l o b a l  N e t w o r k ,  I U C N ,  I I E D  a n d  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s .  

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s a l  w i t h  k e y  p a r t n e r s  s u c h    
U n d e r 2 C o a l i t i o n :  S u p p o r t i n g  d e v e l o p i n g  r e g i o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  a d a p t a t i o n  p l a n s  a n d
e n g a g e  i n  C O P 2 9 .  

R e i n f o r c e  R e g i o n s A d a p t  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p r a c t i c e  l e a r n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  d e d i c a t e d
w e b i n a r s  o n  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  2 0 2 3  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t .  

S u p p o r t  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l i m a t e  C h a m p i o n s  A g e n d a  f o r  A d a p t a t i o n  f o r
r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  

R e g i o n s A d a p t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t i n g :  a l i g n m e n t  o f  R e g i o n s A d a p t  r e p o r t i n g  w i t h  R a c e  t o
R e s i l i e n c e  m e t r i c s  a n d  s c o r i n g  o f  p r o g r e s s .  

C o n t i n u e  r e g i o n s  r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  R e g i o n s A d a p t  
a n d  R a c e  t o  R e s i l i e n c e :  a n  a m p l i f i e d  v o i c e  t o  
i n c l u d e  m o r e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n s  
( A f r i c a ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  A s i a ) .  

L O O K I N G  T O W A R D S  T H E  F U T U R E  

Part ies  adopted  a  dec i s ion  ( F C C C / C P / 2 0 2 3 / L . 4 )  accept ing  Azerba i jan ’ s  o f fer  to  host
COP 29 f rom Monday ,  11  November ,  to  Fr iday ,  22  November  2024 ,  and  Braz i l ’ s  o f fer
to  host  COP 30 f rom Monday ,  10  November ,  to  Fr iday ,  21  November  2025.  

Look ing  towards  the  future ,  and  as  a  fo l low up  of  COP28,  Reg ions4  wi l l :  
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M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  P R E S S  C O V E R A G E  

To rev i s i t  the  events  and  the i r  outcomes  p lease  go  to  the  R e g i o n s 4  C O P 2 8  d e d i c a t e d
w e b s i t e .  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O N T A C T  
Ms Beatr i z  Amin  –  bamin@reg ions4 .org   

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S  A T  A  G L A N C E  
#Reg ionsVoice  s tor ies  a re  ava i l ab le  h e r e .  

P U B L I C A T I O N S   

Reg ionsAdapt  2023 Progress  Report  l aunch ing  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .

T ransformat ive  mul t i leve l  act ion :  Subnat iona l  so lut ions  for  c l imate  & b iod ivers i ty
po l i cy  br ie f  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .  

P H O T O  G A L L E R Y   

The on l ine  a lbum on  our  F l i ckr  page  i s  ava i l ab le  h e r e .

R E G I O N S 4  C O P 2 8  A S S E S S M E N T S  &  K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S  

Assessment  f rom Reg ions4  Pres ident ,  Min i s ter  Arantxa  Tap ia
Key  takeaways  f rom Reg ions4  Secretary  Genera l ,  Nata l i a  Ur ibe  Pando
LGMA statement  on  COP28 Outcomes ,  w i th  contr ibut ions  f rom Reg ions4

Al l  ava i l ab le  a t  the  R e g i o n s 4  C O P 2 8  d e d i c a t e d  w e b s i t e .  

A l s o ,  c h e c k  o n  o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a :  

h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m / R e g i o n s 4 S D  

h t t p s : / / w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m / c o m p a n y / r e g i o n s 4

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / @ r e g i o n s 4 5 6 1
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